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1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 

stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our 

sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, 

and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has 

been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will 

scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even 

to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
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1. What is the difference between religion and relationship? 
What is the fruit of religion? What is the fruit of 
relationship? 
 

2. According to Romans 5:1-2, what are the results of 
justification? 
 

3. How could you illustrate and explain biblical “faith” in a way 
that would be understood by a kindergartner?   
 

4. According to J.I. Packer, during the time of the 
Reformation “Rome had taught a piecemeal salvation, to 
be gained by stages through working a sacramental 
treadmill,” but Luther and the other Reformers proclaimed 
a “unitary salvation” which led to “self-abandoning faith.” 
What does this even mean, and why is it important?   
 

5. Robbie described the Medieval Catholic Church’s practice 
of indulgences, whereby the faithful were told that years off 
purgatory could be obtained by viewing one of these many 
ancient relics. Can you think equivalent practices today by 
which many people are being deceived? 
 

6. Where in your life do you personally see temptation to 
practice a sort of “salvation by effort,” or in the very least, 
where do you think you can earn favor with God by your 
efforts?   
 

7. Hebrews 10:19-24 reinforces this peace we have with God 
and the access with which we are now privileged. 
According to that passage, what should be our responses 
to this amazing confidence we can have now in Christ?   
 

8. Reading further in Romans 5, verses 3-8 lay out for us 
some particularly powerful truths. List some of them below. 
Besides salvation, what else does Paul and his 
companions exult in? Why? 
 

9. If your friend asks you tomorrow, “How do you know when 
you are a Christian?” from our discussion, how would you 
answer him or her?  
 

Justification: An instantaneous legal act of God  
in which he (1) thinks of our sins as forgiven and  

Christ’s righteousness as belonging to us, and 
 (2) declares us to be righteous in his sight. 

- Wayne Grudem 
	


