
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 DON’T TAKE SIN LIGHTLY (ACTS 5:1-16)                  DECEMBER 1, 2019 
 
 
1 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2 and with his wife’s knowledge he kept back for 
himself some of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan 
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, 
did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your 
heart? You have not lied to man but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And great fear 
came upon all who heard of it. 6 The young men rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him. 

7 After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 And Peter said to her, “Tell me 
whether you sold the land for so much.” And she said, “Yes, for so much.” 9 But Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed 
together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry 
you out.” 10 Immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. When the young men came in they found her dead, and 
they carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard of 
these things. 

12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all together 
in Solomon’s Portico. 13 None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem. 14 And more than ever 
believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15 so that they even carried out the sick into the streets and 
laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16 The people also gathered from 
the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed. 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
DON’T TAKE SIN LIGHTLY (ACTS 5:1-16)                  DECEMBER 1, 2019 
 
 

1. List some ways and/or areas that people embellish. 
 
 
2. What is at the root of a heart that embellishes? Why is Proverbs 4:23 

instructive as we consider this? 
 
 
3. Dig deeper into Acts 5:1-10. Read carefully through these verses and 

compete the table below. 
 

 What happened? Why is this important? 
The origin of the 
sin 

 
 

 

The sin itself  
 

 

The repercussions 
of the sin 

 
 

 

Those affected by 
the sin 

 
 

 

 
4. What is the fear that is referred to in Acts 5:11?  Why is it significant that 

this verse precedes verses 12-16?  Do you think that the miracles noted 
in verses 12-16 are possible without that fear? 

 
 
5. Regarding Acts 5:14, Matthew Henry said that “[people], far from being 

deterred by the example that was made of Ananias and Sapphira were 
rather invited by it into a society that kept such a strict discipline.” 

Consider a non-believing friend who tells you that religion seems like a 
‘bunch of rules.’ How would you respond to this as you reflect on how 
the early church responded to the discipline of the Lord? How does your 
view of discipline differ from that of the Lord?  What Scripture would you 
use to support your answer? 

 
 
6. Read Ephesians 4:30. It is easy to forget the power of the Holy Spirit that 

lives in us, as believers in Christ. How do you value the Holy Spirit in your 
life? Using scripture, consider who the Holy Spirit is, and what He does 
for us.  How has your understanding changed regarding the effect of 
your sin on the Holy Spirit? 

 
 
7. Read Proverbs 8:13, 9:10. On a scale of 1-10, how are you doing in the 

fear of the Lord in your daily life? As you read those verses, and Acts 5, 
explain why the fear of the Lord needs to be a daily pursuit? 
 
 

8. This section of Scripture reveals a pivotal time in the life of the early 
church. Will they tolerate sin, or not? How can you apply this concept 
personally? Do you take conviction and sin seriously with a Matthew 
5:30 approach? Or are there areas in your life where you are prone to 
place a higher priority on reputation over character? What area will you 
share with your group? 

 


