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8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 
9 and he made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. 10 Now, 

therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither 

our fathers nor we have been able to bear? 11 But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of 

the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” (ESV) 

 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 

HOW IS SOMEONE TRULY SAVED (ACTS 15:8-11)          APRIL 5, 2020 
 

 
1. What are some questions that you or others around you are 

asking today about life, that weren’t so preoccupying even a few 
weeks ago? 

 

2. Read all of Acts 15. The setting of our passage this week is within 
the events surrounding the Jerusalem Council. What was the big 
issue being discussed in this council? What sides were being 
taken? 

 

3. Circle the words, “them” and “they” in the passage above. To 
whom are these pronouns referring? 

 

4. Who is speaking here in verses 8-11? Consider again the 
narrative of Cornelius in Acts 10. Why is it so important that this 
person speaking in 8-11 be the one to deliver these words? 

 

5. Read Acts 10:44-48 and 11:15-18, and consider again the 
specific wording of Acts 15:8. What is the clear evidence that 
God had accepted the Gentiles?  

6. In one simple sentence summarize the main point of this week’s 
message in your own words. 

 

7. Provide a simple definition of the word “grace” as if you were 
teaching it to a first grader. 

 

8. Read Acts 15:5. What was the main problem with the gospel 
that some in the Pharisee party were trying to teach? Why was 
this so bad (cf. Ephesians 2:8-9)?  

 

9. Read Jude 3–4, 17–23. What are some of the biblical truths that 
you must contend for and common false teachings that you 
must guard against today? 

 

10. How could you explain the gospel to someone who has a works-
based view of salvation? List several verses that you could 
memorize in order to explain salvation by faith alone through 
Christ alone. 

 
  

 


